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Tracking down a stage robber, Jim Hardy finds 
ancient treasure guarded by a deadly trap! 




MAN FROM 

WELLS 
FARGO 



MONTEZUMA'S PAY-OFF 




Ambushed by hostile Utes, who have adopted 
the train robber he is hunting, Jim Hardie is 
ridden down by the "white Indian" himself. 



Later Demaray tries in vain to buy his free- 
dom with a huge Ireasure of Aztec gold, buried 
for over four hundred years. 



MONEY IN THE COFFIN 




Expecting the train he is riding will be held 
up by robbers, Jim Hardie hides the safe's 
contents in two coffins, but is crossed up — 



— by a member of the gang, who forces the 
Express Messenger to put Jim in a coffin — 
and push it into a watery grave. . 



HAN FROM 

WELLS 
FARGO 




On a man- 
hunt IN 

SOUTHEASTERN 
UTAH, 

JIM HARDIE 
EXPECTS 

TROUBLE... 
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■^f I'VE GOT ONE 

^-.i^CHANCE.--, 
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VAN- HOOO/ \[WlLt> UTB3.' THEV COULD 
*IAH> WW//? BE THE BUNCH THAT CHRIS 
.-J3EMARAY HASTAKEN UP 
.WITH-- IF IT'S TRUE 
1E'S"G0NE 




I THIS IS MY FAMILY, HARDIE--ANDTHE f^N/lF YOU'RE KILLEP, WELLS FdRGO WILLtii; 
kMAIN REASON X BROUGHT YOU IN ALIVE.' J[\A SEN!? OTHERS -AND IF THEY DISAPPEAR 

THE ARMY WILL HUNT US DOWN- RIGHT. 3 




LL START TOMORROW/ 
EXPLAIN ITTOTHE UTES . 
ANY WAY -<OU LIKE.' j-r^ 



That evening.. 



■ I'M SENDING THIS WHITE 



MAN BACK TO HIS PEOPLE WITH A MESSAGE", 
Lthat WE, THE FREE UTES, ALLOW NO 
MsTV FOREIGNERS PASSASE THROUGH 
F^SvkOUR HUNTIN6 GROUNDS.' HE,** . 
jj HAS SEEN US FISHT.' HE 
CAN WARN THEM. 






HASN'T BEEN 
CHANGED FOR HUNDREDS^ 
OF YEARS/ tCQUGHs 
HOW MANV WOULD r 
YOU SUEgS/JIM^ 



HMM... IP THERE'S SOLD M5I0E, IT COULD BE 
TREASURE SENT NORTH FOR SAFEKEEPING BY 
EMPEROR MONTEZUMA'S A2TECS--AB0UT THE 

TIME THE SPANIARDS OVERRAN; —^ 

MEXICO CITY. IN ISSOA.Di^nVMORE THAN THREE! 
HUNDRED AND . 
VkKsaaikf IFTY YEARS ) 

;: r ■ ■■ 




WE'LL NEED LISHT! SET SOME 
BRANCHES FROM THAT DEAD TREE 1 
OUTSIDE, JIM! IT WILL DO FOR TORCHES' 



RED CLOUD/ WE THOUGHT 
HE H40LEDYOU INTO 
THE GHOST- HOLE TO 
BE KILLED/ YOU ARE 
All RIGHT; 




AND, SINCE VOU'RE 
AFRAID THIS PLACE 15 
BOOBY-TRAPPED, 
I'LL SET THE 
SOLD FOR 
YOU NOW/ 

" " .V 




'•-AND DU5T--HANS HEAVY IN THE 
AIR OF THE "GHOST-HOLE'S" ENTRANCE 
TUNNEL. 




THE UTES HAVE SONS, JIM.' 
I GUESS THEY FIGURED THE/. 
GHOST-HOLE DID US IN.' 




YOU KNOWTTgLAOYOU THINK SO, CHRIS] 
JIM, I'M GLAD Yl DON'T THINK IT'LLGOTOO 

IT TURNED OUT \ HARD ON YOU--AFTER YOU . 
THIS WAY! HOW- \AHO MONTEZUMA HAVE ■* 

EVER THE TRIAL RETURNED WHAT YOU STOLE! 

GOES, MY CON- /MIGHT BE ENOUGH LEFT 

SCIENCE WILL /TO MAKE YOUR WHOLE. . 
BE EASIER! jL. TRIBE RICH, TOO! jl 




IN 1922, AW OLD PROSPECTOR LED SOME YOUNG FRIENDS TO THE TOP OF SHEEP MOUNTAIN 
WEAR THE TOWN OF K4NAB, UTAH, AND POINTED TO THE SPOT MARKED OM" HIS ANCIENT 
■MEXICAN MAP, WHERE LEGEND PLACED GOLD BURIED BY .4ZTEC C0L0NIST5. 



I'VE FOLLOWED 

THE AXTEC TRAIL 

OCK CARVING 

LIKE THESE/ 
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The prospector claimed that Utah's 
arid canyons were better watered- 
four hundred years ago-even marshy. 
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At the head of a steep arroyo on "white 
mountain," a "dent" suggested a possible 
hole buried by drifted sand. 




The searchers started, digging with hands 
anq basket knives. they spent two days pig- 
-gins down many feet from the 5urface. 



Under the accumulated sand,they found 
a wall of roushly-cut blue limestone, 
cemented wjth marsh mud mixed with grass. 
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The discovery electrified little kanab.' the townspeople organized to dig for the 
suggested treasure-amd for two whole years the 1 / dug, keeping- the project 
secret from the outside world. from morning till dark, the town was deserted. 




At last they dug and blasted their way 
into a system of limestone caverns, find- 
ing ancient campf'ire sites-no treasure. 



THE DIGGERS CONCLUDED THAT THE LIMESTONE- 
PLUSGED TUNNEL WAS A FALSE LEAD/ THEY 
EXCAVATED THE ARROYO OUTSIDE IT. 




Beneath the ^rroyo, they came to a 
"floor" of flint-hard material -not a 
natural "formation "too hard to sreflw 



4s'ING RESIDENTS ARE STILL CONVINCED 
' THAT AZTEC GOLD, FLEEING FROM SPANISH 
CONQUEST, WAS BURIED IN WHITE MOUNTAIN, 



M&NFBOM 

WELLS 
FARGO 



BUT YOU DOUBT IT? AND 
YOLLWANTMETO 

FIND OUT? > 



TWO TRAIN HOLDUPS 

ON THE CENTRAL PACIFIC'S 

RUN BETWEEN NEVADA 

AND CALIFORNIA 

BRINS SPECIAL 

AGENT JIM HARDI6 

INTO WELLS FARSO'S 

MAIN OFFICE... 




AND WHEW THE CONDUCTOR COMBS I'LL TRV ^ 
TO PERSUADE HIM TO RUN THE TRAIN BACK 
-TO THE NEXT SIDING, IF THETRAFFIC 
SCHEDULE WILL ALLOW IT WITHOUT A 
COLLISION.' OF COURSE, WE/WBE 
JUMPED BEFORE WE CAN DOTHAT.' 




HIDING THE GOLD AND MONEY FROM THE 
ROBBERS, JUST 'IN CASE -WE'RE BOARDED, 
BEFORE WE CAN BACK INTO'A SIDING.' , 



UP ON THE ROOF SOMEBODY HAD TIED A 
SHEET- WITH A LENGTH OF U6HTED FUSE 
TO RELEASE IT AFTER HE'D GOT OUT OF 
SIGHT AGAIN/ A SIGNAL/ COULD IT HAVE 
BEEN ONE OFVOUR CREW, CONDUCTOR 




The shock of cold water rouses jim to' 
instinctive struggle- dnb the wracked 




CAN'T DRESS THAT WOUND HERE, SAM.' I'LL 
HAVE TO HAUL"YOU UP 0^ ONTO LEVEL 
GROUND... AND IT'S 
. GOING TO HURT/ 



THAT'5 THE BEST I CAN DO FOR NOW, SAM.' 
BLEEDING (5 JUST ABOUT STOPPED/ 




THE TRAIN-IT'S STOPPER 
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE LAKE 
RIGHT WHERE THE WOODS 
BEGIN/... AND THERE'S -A MAN 
■TWO MEM ON 'HORSES.' 



JUST HOLD THAT P05E AND YOU 
WON'T SET HURT.' AND DON'TCUM 
BACK ON THE TRAIN 
FOR TEN MINUTES J 1 KNOW/ 
AFTER WE LEAVE/y WE'VE HEARD 



ffi. /THIS WAS JIM HARDIE'S IDEA-^* 
ft? DIVIDE UP THE STUFF BETWEEN 
TWO COFFINS AND CLAIM THERE 
WASN'T ANY SOLD/ HE'S 
~ IN THE OTHER COFFIN" , 
'AT THE BOTTOM OF 
THE LAKE/, 




JUS, YOU FISH OUT THAT LID, WHILE 1 HAVE\ 
A LOOK DOWN ON THE BOTTOM FOR HARDlE.' j 
WE'RE NOT LEAVING HERE TILL WE KNOW J 

FOR SURE IF HE'S DEAD , ■ ■ <a 

■ VE - #T**x=^ /HOW ABOUT THE > 
. — ^g|ifWELL5 FARSO M£$S£H- 



'■"^BOLLARP MAY BE ^\: 
f DOWN HERE, TOO, OR HE \ 
-f MAY NOT/ TAKE MY SUN ) 
1 BELT, JUS -AND LOOK. / 
\ AROUND F0RTRACK5// 
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MANY LEGENDS TELL OF LOYAL AZTECS BURYING IN THE STATE OF SONORA, SILENT YAQUI INDIANS 
THE REST OF MONTEZUMA'S GOLD- FROM MEXICO ARE SAID TO GUARD ONE SUCH CACHE OF AZTEC 
THROUGH TEXAS, ARIZONA, NEW MEXICO AND UTAH. TREASURE. IN A CANYON NO WHITE MAN HAS SEEN. 
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IN TEXAS, NOT FAR FROM PEL RIO, A LONE STAR. And IN ARIZONA, LOCAL GUIDES WILL TAKE YOU 

CITIZEN MAY POINT OUT SUGAR LOAF HILL, AND TO A WATER HOLE IN THE ROCK, AND REPEAT 

SOLEMNLY STATE: "THERE LIES MONTEZUMA'S GOLD!" THE GOLDEN LEGEND OF MONTEZUMA'S WELL. 
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HARDLY HAD IT STOPPED WHEN 7W0 0FTHE 
ROBBERS WERE IN THE ENGINEER'S CAB-ONE 
COVERING THE ENGINEER, THE OTHER OPENING--. 



...THE THROTTLEJ JUST PA5T THE BRIDGE, THEY 
STOPPED THE TRAIN AND BLEW UP THE BRIDGE, 
SO NO FOLLOWING TRAIN COULD INTERRUPTTHEM. 




Express messenger woodcock, refusing the After^ removing the stunned man, the rob- 
robbers' order to come out, was blown across ber5--amateurs with dynamite- blew up 
the car bythe blast which ripped it open. the safe and scattered money skyward. 



